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THE PRESIDENT IN BATTLE

- Fort Stevens Wnere Lincoln Was Under
Plre

BY AVIIXIAM VAN ZNDT COX

Author of Vic Defenses of Washington

Three times during the civil war Wash
t ington was in grave peril and three times

it was saved to the Union
-- The first was at the beginning of hos

tilities when the militia of the District of
Columbia came to the rescue of the small
body of marines and artillery before the
arrival in the Capital of the troops from
Pennsylvania Massachusetts New York
and other Northern States The second
was immediately after the battle of Bull
Ilun July 21 1SG1 when it could have
been captured by the Confederates had
they not been more demoralized by vic-

tory
¬

than the Federals by defeat The
third was in July 1SG4 when Gen Early
made his campaign against Washington

TIIE IMPOETANT BATTLE AT M0N0CACY

Md on July 9 18G4 was the first days
fight to save the Nations Capital and
Gen Earlys army was victorious So
unexpected and so rapid were the Confed-
erate

¬

Generals movements that he was in
sight of the dome of the Capitol before his
cleverly conceived plans were fully real-
ized

¬

When the roar of Earlys guns was
r heard and the telegraph announced that

he had defeated Gen Lew Wallace at
Monocacy Bridge the heart of the North
nuivered with emotion as it contemplated
the defcnselessncss of Washington
stripped of men and guns for tho cam--paig- n

against Richmond
- This daring campaign against Washiug
ton and its skillful execution caused a

4 rude awakening in the North impatiently
--waiting for Grant to take Richmond
Both Washington and Baltimore were in
a state of panic while gold went up to
the highest point The capture of Wash-
ington

¬

meant diplomatic complications of
a mostserious nature with foreign powers
awaitiig only for a plausible pretext for
dismemberment Never was a pri7e more
tempting to the Confederates Never was
there a time when more was at Ptake for
the Union

Wallace defeated at Monocacy after t

Stubborn fight were the words contained
in the message received at the War De-

partment
¬

but that stubborn fight was as
valuable us a victory for the Union for a
days time had been gained so necessary
for the safety of the Capital

During those exciting days there was
one calm man and he was none other than
President Lincoln He was then living at
the Soldiers Home a mile and a quarter
from Fort Stevens and in addition to his
herculean duties he daily visited the
camps forts and hospitals He seemed
devoid of fear and his chief concern was
at that time the capture of Earlys army
His telegram to Gov Swann of Mary-
land

¬

is characteristic Let us be vigi
lantbut keep cool

Gen C C Augur was in command of
the Department of Washington Gen
Alexander McDMcCook had charge of the
northern line of troops and fortifications
The latter was ordered to establish a
camp on Piney Branch Creek but the
news from the front was so disquieting
that he proceeded to Fort Stevens five
miles north of Pennsylvania avenue on
the Seventh street pike and took com-

mand
¬

of a line he had never before seen
Every man was utilized for defence

The hospitals were drawn on for conva-
lescents

¬

the Quartermasters Department
for employees the National Guard of
Ohio the District of Columbia Militia the
Veteran Reserves and the few nnassigned
Regular detachments and unmounted cav
alryy sailors firemen and citizens were in
the trenches and on picket iine

When Gen Grant realized the gravity
of the situation and that Hunter could
render no assistance he first thought of
returning from Petersburg to Washington
to take command in person On reflection
however he decided to send the Sixth
Corps commanded by Gen Horatio G
Wright

The 23th N T Car which left City
Point Ya on July T seems to have been
the first regiment to reach Washington
from the James and went into camp about
midnight of July 10 near Fort Stevens
On the same day the First and Second
Divisions of the Sixth Corps left City
Point for Washington A few hours later
Gen W H Emory with a part of the
Nineteenth Corps just returning from
New Orleans to join Grant left Fortress
Monroe for Washington without disem-
barking

¬

from their ocean transports
TnE BACK FOB THE CAPITAL

What a picture Early with his fighting
legions advancing on the Capital from the
North while fleets bearing the veterans of
the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps were on
their way from the James River and the
Gulf of Mexico to save the Capital they
loved so well North and South looked
on with bated breath and wondered which
in this race of armies would reach Wash-
ington

¬

first
On the morning of July 11 Gen Early

left his camp near Rockville McCausland
taking the Georgetown pike the infantry
preceded and flanked by cavalry taking the
Seventh Street pike Maj Frye of
Lowells cavalry met the enemys cavalry
skirmishers a short distance beyond the
picket line near the old Stone Tavern be-
fore

¬

noon and forced them back on their
reserves no in turn was driven back by
tho enemy who fired a few shots from a
battery of light artillery

About 11 oclock the Signal officer at
Fort Reno observed

CLOUDS OF DUST AND ABMY

wagons moving up the Seventh Street pike
About the same time a message from
Capt Berry Sth III Car said that the
enemy with artillery cavalry and infan-
try

¬

was moving in the direction of Silver
Spring Gen McCook ordered the picket
lino to contest the ground and to re-
tire

¬

slowly on approach of the enemy un-
til

¬

within range of the guns of Forts
Stevens Slocum and DeRussy

Shortly after noon riding in advance
with Rodes whose division consisting of
XJiveus and Coxs North Carolinians
Crooks Georgians and Battles Ala- -
bamians in the van Gen Early came as
lie says in full view of Fort Stevens and
found it feebly manned as had been re-
ported

¬

to him Smith of Imbodens Cav-
alry

¬

according to Early drove a small
body of Union cavalry befoic him into
the works

No time could be lost and he ordered
the tired and dusty veterans to move for-
ward

¬

but before his order could be ex-
ecuted

¬

to his everlasting regret he saw
trained and disciplined troops move out of
the works deploy and form a skirmish
line

Undismayed and undaunted the tireless
Early and his brave men continued to ad ¬

vance but with greater caution than be¬

fore It was too late The hopes and
ambitions of only an hour ago could never
lie realized Washington was saved to
the Union

tije sixTn conrs had abbived
Never was there a more opportune

movement never was there a more wel-

come
¬

arrival Down the historic James up
the historic Potomac came the Sixth
Corps Mr Lincoln met them at the
Seventh Street Wharf and well they
cheered him With what alacrity both
officers and men marched to reinforce the
brave defenders on the firing line Dr
George Stevens the historian of the Sixth
Army Corps says

Wo marched up Seventh Street incet- -
iug on our way many old friends and
hearing people who crowded on the side-
walks

¬

exclaiming It is the old Sixth
Corps These men are the men who took

1 Mayres nights The danger is over

William E Leach Co K 150th Ohio
was the first man wounded on picket duty
and died shortly afterward See War of
Uie Rebellion Sec 1 Vol 37 243

Washington

i

wr Jiore
now Washington an hour before was
in a panic but as the people saw the
veterans wearing the badge of the Greek
cross inarching through their streets the
excitement subsided and confidence pre-
vailed

¬

Thus we made our way to the north
of the city the soiind of cannonading in
our front stimulating and hastening the
steps of the men -

Families with a few of their choicest
articles of household furniture loaded into
wagons were hastening to the city re-
porting

¬

that their houses were burned or
that they had made their escape leaving
tho greater part of their goods to the
mercy of the rebel Gen Frank Wheaton
in his report says

While on the march to Fort Stevens
was passed by Gen Wright and received
his verbal instructions to mass near
Crystal Spring in the neighborhood of
Fort Stevens where we arrived at 4
oclock in the afternoon

At 3 p m the force outside of Fort
Stevens consisting of portions of the Vet
eran Reset vc Corns War Denartment
clerks and citizen was Carberry where many of

PRESIDENT WATCHING TnE PBOGBESS OF TIIE BATTLE

in toward the fort by a portion of the
enemys forces under Early At the same
time I was ordered to move 500 men of
my brigade out to recover the line held
in the afternoon This was successfully
accomplished before 7 oclock by the 98th
Pa Col J F Bailler the 102d Pa Maj
Thomas McLaughlin and the 139th Pa
Cant James McGregor which as
skirmishers anil drove the enemys ad ¬

vance back to their main lines The posi-

tion
¬

was strengthened at dark by the 03d
Pa Lieut-Col-- J S Long and the G2d
N V LieutCoL T B Hamilton and ex-

tended
¬

from a point opposite the center of
the line between Forts Stevens and Reno
to the west and a point opposite Fort
Slocum on the east a distance of about
two miles Skirmishing continued through
the night

IN VAIX ALL TnE AFTERNOON
of July 11 Early tried to find a weak spot
in the lines but he was met everywhere
by the fire of fort guns and musketry The
works he reported exceedingly strong con
sisting of what appeared to be inclosed
forts for heavy artillery with a tier of
lower works in front of each pierced for
an immense number of guns the whole
being connected by curtains with ditches
in front and strengthened by palisades and
abatis The timber had been felled with-
in

¬

cannon range all around and left on the
ground making a formidable obstacle and
every possible approach was raked by
artillery On the right was Rock Creek
running through a deep ravine which had
been rendered impassable by the felling of
timber on each side and beyond were the
works on the Georgetown pike which had
been reported to be the strongest of all
On the left as far as the eye could reach
the works to be of the same im-
pregnable

¬

character -
Early then held a consultation with his

Generals Breckinridge Rodes Ramseur
and Gordon pointing out the necessity of
action before the fords and mountain
passes were closed against them and in
concluding he announced his purpose of
making an assault at daylight When on
examining the works on the morning of
July 12 Gen Early saw the parapets lined
Willi troopsI be says that be then deter-
mined

¬

to
ABANDON TnE IDEA OF CAPTUBINO

WASHINOTON
A distinguished writer who was at

Brightwood during the battle says
July 12 came bright and glorious The

first brigade of our Second Division and
our sharpshooters were on picket in front
of Fort Stevens from the parapet pf
which could be seen the lines of rebel
skirmishers from whose rifles the white
puffs of smoke rose as they discharged
their pieces at our pickets The valley
beyond presented a scene cf surpassing
loveliness with the rich green meadows
its fields of waving com its orchnrds and
its groves

The principal force of the enemy
seemed to be in front of Fort Stevens
there it was determined to give them
battle

About 5 oclock in the afternoon Gen
Wright ordered Gen Wheaton to drive
back the Confederate skirmish line and
occupy the wooded points near the road
which being so near our intrenchments
gave the enemy advantage of position
thereupon Col Bidwell was instructed to
have the Third Brigade move outside of
the fort and form under cover of a ravine
and woods southeast of Battle
Cemetery in two lines directly in the rear
of the First Brigade on th skirmish line
Col Bidwell was also directed to select
three of Ids best regiments to assist in the
assault the remaining portion of the brig-
ade

¬

to be held to support the general
movement

According to Gen Wheaton the 7th
Me tl e 43d N Y and 49th N Y were
skilfull placed in position near the skir¬

mish line under the direction of Col Bid
well without the tneiny discovering the
movement

A PBECONCEBTED SIGNAL
was made by a staff officer from Fort
Stevens when these regiments were inposition at which time the batteries from
Forts Stevens and Slocum opened lire
upon certain points held by the enemy
The nssaultiug regiments then dashed for-
ward

¬

surprising and hotly engaging theenemy who was found to be muchstronger than supposed It became nec-
essary

¬

to deploy immediately the three re ¬

maining regiments tho 77th N Y the
At 4 p m Gen Wright wired Gen

Augur from Fort Stevens The head ofmy column has nearly reached the fronttit is said that Gen Meigs instructed
his Quartermasters soldiers to make them-
selves

¬

as conspu- - us ns possible on the
parapets

- Aj r r d
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22d N Y and the Gist Pa Bidwells
Brigade on the right of those he had al-
ready

¬

in the action and the picket reserve
of 150 men from the 102d Fa and a de-

tachment
¬

of 80 men from the Vermont
Brigade-- to support the skirmish line im-
mediately

¬

on the right and left of the pike
The enemys stubborn resistance showed
that a farther advance than already made
would require more troops and two regi-
ments

¬

were sent for Before their arrival
however the 37th Mass and 2d It I an

from Gen Wright directed
me not to attempt more than holding the
position gamed as the object or the at-
tack

¬

had been accomplished and the im-
portant

¬

points captured and held
The whole attack was as gallant as

it was successful and the troops never
evinced more energy or determination
The losses were very severe the brave Col
iiitlweil losing many ot Ins most valuable
regimental commanders The last shot
was fired about 10 oclock and the re-
mainder

¬

of the night wa3 occupied in
strengthening the position burying the
dead caring for the wounded and reliev-
ing

¬

the skirmish line which had been two
days in front constantly under fire by
troops of the Second Vermont Brigade

THE ATTACK
Dr Stevens describes the attack iti

these words
The heavy ordnance in the fort sent

volley after volley of 32 pouuiI shells
howling over the heads of our men into
the midst of the rebels and through the

volunteers driveirl house so them

LINCOLN

deployed

appeared

Ground

bad found shelter and then at the com¬

mand of Sedgwicks Man of Iron the
brave fellows started eagerly forward
They reached and passed the skirmishers
and the white puffs of moke and sharp
cracks of their rifles became more and
more frequent first the rattle of an active
skirmish and then the continuous roar of
a musketry battle

In magnificent order and with light
steps they ran forward up thv ascent
tiirougn tue orchard tnrougu tne little
grove on the right over the fence rail up
to the road making straight for the ob-
jective

¬

point the frame house Carberry
in front The rebels at first stood their
ground then gave way before the impetu ¬

ous charge and though forced to seek
safety in flight turned and poured their
volleys into the ranks of the pursuers
Lieut Col Johnson commanding tho 49th
N Y a brave man who had never shrunk
fioiu danger and who had shared all the
various fortunes of the brigade since its
organization fell mortally wounded Col
Visschcr of the 43d N Y who had but
lately succeeded tho beloved Wilson was
killed Maj James 1 Jones command ¬

ing the 7th Me was alsoamong the slain
and Maj Crosby comiunuding the Cist
Pa who had just retovered from a bad
wound which he had received in the Wil-
derness

¬

was taken to the hospital where
the Surgeon removed the left arm from
the soldier Col W B French of the
77th N Y was injured The commanding
officer of every regiment in the brigade
was either killed or wounded

The fight had lasted but a few minutes
when the stream of bleeding mangled ones
began to come to the rear Men leaning
upon the shoulders of comrades or borne
painfully on stretchers the pallor of their
countenances rendered more ghastly by
the thick dust which settled upon them
were brought into the hospitals by scores
where the medical officers ever active in
administering relief to their companions
were hard at work binding tip wounds ad-
ministering

¬

stimulants coffee and food or
resorting to the hard necessity of amputa-
tion

¬

AT THE SUMMIT OF TIIE ASCENT

the Confederates were strengthened hy
their second line of battle and here thev
made it stout resistance but even this po ¬

sition they were forced to abandon in
haste and as darkness closed in upon the
scene our men were left as victors in pos ¬

session of the ground lately occupied by
the rebels having driven their adversaries
more than a mile

The Vermont Brigade now came to the
relief of the boys who had so gallantly
won the field and the Third Brigade re-
turned

¬

at midnight to the bivouac it had
left in the morning But not all returned
Many of thoe brave men who went with
such alacrity into the battle had fallen to
rise no more in the orchard in the road
about the frame house and upon the sum-
mit

¬

where the rebels lind made so deter-
mined

¬

a resistance their forms were
sircteneii upon the greensward nnd upon
the dusty road stiff and cold Many more
had come to the hospital severely injured
maimed for life or mortally wounded

The little brigade numbering only 1000
men when it went into action had lost 250
of its number We gathered our dead
comrades from tho field whero they had
fallen and gave them the rude burial ofthp soldier on the common near Fort
Stevens No officer of state no lady of
wealth no cifizen of Washington was
there but we laid them in their graves
within sight of the Capitol without coffins
w itb only their gory garments and theirblankets around them With the rude ten-
derness

¬

of soldiers wo covered them inthe earth and marked their names withour pencils on the little headboards of pine
and turned sadly away to other scenes

On an eminence near the Confederate ad-
vance

¬
was John C Breekinriflge the can-

didate
¬

receiving the votes of the seceding
States for President expecting to enterthe Capital with the Army of NorthernVirginia

n ihc parapet of Fort Stevens by theside of Gen Wright nmid the whizzing
bullets stood the successful candidate inthat great political struggle

ABBAIIAM LINCOLN
watching with that grave nnd pensive
countenance the progress of the battle

A few years ago in company with theold commander of the Sixth Corps I stood
upon that same parapet After contem-
plating

¬

the burrounding8 Gen Wright
said

Here on tho top of this parapet be-
tween

¬

this old embrasure nnd that is thoplace where President Lincoln stood wit¬
nessing the fight there by his side aSurgeon was wounded by a minie ballI entreated the President nt tn -

A

J t l5 ti

mkMU

but he seemed oblivions to his surround¬

ings finally when I fOnnd that my en-
treaties

¬

failed to makerfny impression on
him President 1 know you
are commander of iflinnnies of the
United States but I arhQn command here
and as you are jiot sjHfe whero yon are
standing I order youjlocome down Mr
Lincoln looked nt ine smiled and then
more in consideration of my earnestness
than from inclination Stepped down and
tooK position behind the parapet ten
then he would persist in standing up and
exnosinir Ins tail form

That old parapet iflentified by Gen
Horatio G Wright Mauds to day and for
historys sake should be preserved in mem-
ory

¬

Of Lincoln ns fttnijyte to the bravery
of the American soldier a united North
and South ff

To be contjuned

A A10DELCAMP

Wcll Dsserved Tributo to a Germantown
Organisation of Sons of Veterans

Eurron National Tiiiiiune I have
always felt a keen interest in the progress
and work of the Sons of Veterans and I
desire spicially to cill the attention of
veteran readers of The National Tribune
who may be residing in the vicinity of
Gcrmnntowii Pa and who up to the
present uayiiot have tnken any particular
interest in this organization to the exist
ence in their midst ot one of the most
patriotic Camps in the Order It is Ellis
Camp No 9 Sons of eterans of Ger
mantown It was organized by a com ¬

mittee from Ellis Post C G A It June
17 1SS1 with 2G charter members Like
the Post the Camp takes its name from
the patriotic hero who whs the first private
soldier from Germantowii to give his life
for his country and flag From its institu-
tion

¬

the Camp has been active and pro
gressive Passing tiiiQiigli many vicissi-
tudes

¬

it has yet been able to meet its
every obligation Recruited from one of
the most patriotic centers of the Union its
membership is composed of men from all
classes of society chosen with a strict re¬

gard for piobity of character and a
sterling loyalty to the principles for
which their fathers made such noble sac-
rifices

¬

It is worth to day oyer 2000 and has
over ISO members in good standing From
its inception it has identified itself with
Post G in the observance of Memorial Day
taking full chaigc of one cemetery Ivy
Hill and standing ready at all times to
take up the entire work when needed On
a recent occasion they turned out in full
force with their guardsnnd fife and drum
corps to pay the lat honors to a soldier
an utter stranger to them ill Sergt Harry
Holt of the 12th IT S Inf who died nt
San Francisco on bis way to rejoin his
regiinrnt at Manila and whose body was
brought to Philadelphia for interment

During the past year uidcr the able
command of Dr Russell T Hart backed
by a splendid staff of offlcer i the Camp
has piogressed numerically financially and
socially il recruits were mustered in dur ¬

ing the j car The Guards mustering
nearly 40 member tinder the able com ¬

mand of Capt Russell A Ncilson are n
well drilled company They have been
equipped with complete new uniforms and
together with their well trained fife and
drum corps present a fine soldierly ap ¬

pearance Past CommaTiiTer-in-Chie- f Louis
Wagner a son of Gen Ixxiis Wagner is
an honored member of this ramp and his
prudent business tact and distinguished
services have won forjnu the esteem and
respect of his hrethrtnfand the special
Gold Cros of the O JfL Several other
members of this Camp have held impor-
tant

¬

offices on the PivMwn staff with honor
to themselves and credit Jo the Order
Their Adjutant PastiJWpt Win Tretbbr
is the honored PrcsidoiO of the Death
Benefit Association iiftlPast Cant Rus
sell T Hart holds the position of Surgeon
to tne stiegiuient liiwtof Veterans At
the outbreak of the Spanish war 14 mem
bers of hllis Cnmp votoitfrered and served
with credit tliroughoufelln war

Ellis Camp owes iciBIi ot its success
ilirectly nnd indirectly fS tbeysoemlVflnd
mjirnljinlJuontelcxerci8eailyiIladiesVAid
Society No 12 the tmfmiierm of which
seem never to tirDjiitbeir efforts to pro
mote me weliare pt tlie Camp 1 have
attended many of their meetings and have
always been much impressed by the
promptness and dispatch with which they
conduct their business the marked
courtesy and respect shown toward their
officers and to each other and lasObut
not least the cordial welcome they always
extend to visiting comrndes of the G A
R Godspccl them C A Shotweil
Gen E D Baker P6st No 8 G A R
Philadelphia Pa r

Eonfe Timely Topics DlscusBed
Editor National Tbibunf I desire

to express myself with regard to two or
three things through the medium of The
National Tribune

First there seems to be a growing senti-
ment

¬

in favor of service pensions andthe
proposition to pension all honorably-discharge- d

soldiers meets my most cordial ap¬

proval but I would insist on n fair and
just gradation It would manifestly be un ¬

fair if not unjust to give men who served
only 100 days or six months the same
amount that is given to a veteran who was
three or four years in the service and
nearly always on the firing line

The term veteran is rapidly losing its
old time dictionary significance It once
had a meaning and memt something
when applied to an old soldier A veteran
is one who has been long exercised in
an thing especially in military life and
the duties of a foldier long practised or
experienced as a veteran officer or sol-
dier

¬

Jsow it means anyonef who has
served a few days in the areiy Those who
serwd from CO days to six months are in ¬

discriminately called veterans Real
veterans are not distinguished any more
from novitiates

In my opinion the soldiers of the war
of the rebellion are more geueronsly dealt
with than the soldiprs of any former war
Of course everything is not properly equal-
ized

¬

and adjusted Some may be getting
too much and others not enough or none
nt all And the widows of prominent of-
ficers

¬

arc pensioned at too high a rate
Fifty dollars a mouth should be the maxi-
mum

¬

for any Generals widow There is
no reason why the Government should pay
these widows a pension sufficient to float
them through society on -- the topmost
wave of any fashionable set of the 400
variety Besides they nearly all have
proper and an income and could live
comfortably and quite respectably on a

30 pcnsioul
The old comrades have not been back- -

waid in asking and demanding their just
dues for the wounds of battle and tTie de-
crepitude

¬

produced by hard service in the
field And for this MJ have frequently
been unjustly criticized I think but Com-
rade

¬

Joseph W Rufnf Jliof Sheldon Mo
in The National Tribuine ot Feb 2C
makes a claim that I iLl impelled to con-
demn

¬

Speaking for himself and others in
his neighborhood he Atbinks The National
Encampment should Hi held in Washing-
ton

¬

and that the U SiiQovemmcnt should
pay our way there and back This is
certainly a very unreasonable claim The
G A R is a voluutarji association mid
no one is compelled to attend its annual
meetings The Governuirut has nothing
whatever to do with iijr To ask the Gov-
ernment

¬

to pay for tJifctransporlntioii of
old soldiers to a nfeeliu of the Encamp-
ment

¬

and back home is most unreasonable
and will tend to dejpeft the prejudice
which some people have against the sol-
dier

¬

even in bis best estate T M
Robehtson Captain Co D Cth Ind Cav
Brazil Ind

Service Fexuion BUI Indorsed by Hew Yorkran
Ilcadquartprs Bingham Post No 74

Naples N Y Feb 28 1903
At a regular session of this Post lml1

Tuesday it was unanimously
Resolved That this Post heartily in-

dorses
¬

the bill now pending in the Con-
gress

¬

of the United States allowing 12
per month to each honorably discharged
soldier of the civil war

We therefore urge Congress to pass this
bill without delay believing that it will
meet the news not onlv of thp front- ma
jority of the surviving soldiers but of the
cuuic-- uuzensuip or our country-WIL-lab- d

G Suepabd Commander BabbEkpose his life to the bullets of tho enemy Eldbedoe Adjutant

JK
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NATIONAL THURSDAY

SERVICE PENSION

Views of Comrades Interested in

the Proposed Legislation

C L Stewart Cos H and G 37th and
SSth Ind Wntonga Okla writes that
Heriford Post 10 Department of Okla-
homa

¬

has unanimously declared in favor
of a straight 12 service pension

Lewis Hiatt Co F 11th Ind Wallaces
Zouaves Long Beach Cal complains of
injustice in the matter of pension bis ex-
perience

¬

being that very many short term
men are securing gieater pension than
hosc who served their country through

the entiie war He cites as an instance
the case of J J Overton born Oct 5
1797 who served six months in the Black
Hawk War two years in tho Mexican
War and in the Union army from August
1S02 to November 1SG5 and who is pen ¬

sioned at only 12 while men who served
only a few months get much larger pen ¬

sions
F T Townsend Co Iv 13th Iowa

Clay Iowa writes I am in favor of a
12 service pension in addition to what

we nie now getting This would be noth
ing more than justice

Thomas M Gay Co E 101st HI Kirk
ersville Ohio advocates a 12 service pen-

sion
¬

in addition to disability pension
John Van Wie Co II 7th N Y II A

Stillwater N Y writes in advocacy of a
12 straight service pension This he be-

lieves
¬

can be seemed if the comrades will
unite

John D Davis Edelman Pa wants a
straight service pension of 12 He is
03 years old has made applicaticii foV
pension but so far has not secured an
allowance Comrade Davis seived on the
U S S Brooklyn from 1801 to Jnnuary
1804 and on the U S S Metacomet until
February 1805

James L Worley Salem Ark says
Let us be fair to the 90 days men Pass

the 12 service pension bill
P M Rudd Co I 2d Ohio Cav and

Co F 0th Ohio Cav Spencer Ohio ob ¬

jects to any graduation ot pensions on ac¬

count of age He says if there is to be
any distinction it should be in favor of the
long term men and in support of his bcj
lief cites an instance where a Iwy of 13
enlisted in Co F Glli Ohio Cav on Jan
2 1811 the day after the cold New
Years and while going to his regiment
was badly fiostbitteu Still he continued
to do a soldiers full duty until Oct 1
1SG4 Vhen he was taken prisoner during
the hard fighting at Todds Tavern Va
and later endured all the hardships of im ¬

prisonment at Salisbury returning to his
icginient late in Maih 185 There were
many other i ojs in the Cih Ohio Cav who
distinguished themselves for gallantry nnd
endurance Coiniade Itudd holds that to
pension these at less rate than the 1C0
dnys men would be a great injustice

C W Rehfcld Horicon Wis advo ¬

cates n per diem rcnioi- - Ho would give
for 90 days sen ice S3 per month and for
each day over 90 one cent per month ad-

ditional
¬

He would also have Congress
repeal the act of June 27 1890 lie says
do away with pension cleiks Examining
Itoaids and Special Examiners Comrade
Rehfcld enlisted JXor-- 22 J SGI in Co C
lGlh Wis reenlistcd Jan 4 1804 severe-
ly

¬

wounded ot Bentoinille N C March
20 1SU5 and was finally discharged from
Davis Island General Hospital May 1
18GG He is pensioned at S3

Isaac Yantis Co II 41st III Fcnton
La writes I am glad the subject of a
service pension is becoming so earnestly
agitated The bill introduced by Senator
Scott and bicked up by his eloquent ap-

peal
¬

in defense of same is one of the most
powerful arguments in support of justice
due the Union sodier that I have ever
read every word laden with eloquence
and every word a fact these iz the
editorials in each issue of The National
Tribune in support of a service pension
arc certainly clinchers Any of the
suggestions that have been put forth in
The Nitional Tribune are good and all
have the ring of being based on justice
and a lccognition of the value of the
soldiers service to our country in the dark
hour of its peril All hail to onr chief
The National Tribune

E II Way Sergeant Co E 173th
Ohio New Vienna Ohio writes Let
us all stand shoulder to shoulder for a
SI 2 service pension Let every man who
entered the service and received an honor-
able

¬

discharge be given S12
L M Cook 4Gth III Humboldt Iowa

whose service covered a period of over 50
months thinks that service pension should
lie in addition to invalid pension and grad ¬

uated according to length of service He
also believes that the Government should
issue land warrants of 1C0 acres to each
veteran of the rebellion

C E Garlinger Co F 110th Ohio
Caithage Mo says the time has now
come for the Government to give all sol-
diers

¬

a service pension of at least 12 in ¬

dependent of any pension they may be
entitled to under the present invalid pen ¬

sion laws
C L Carson Cos B and G 47th 111

Wellsvillc Mo writes Give every vet-
eran

¬

S10 per month then add one cent
per month for each day he served after
the first three months-- If discharged be-
fore the expiration of term of enlistment
because of wounds give per diem pension
the same as though lie had served his full
term Comrade Carson enlisted July
1801 was discharged Feb 21 1SGG

E W Mcintosh Indianapolis Ind
who served four years nnd four months
is in favor of the straight 12 service pen ¬

sion
John W Hoffman Binghamton N Y

says The 12 straight service pension
bill is all right It should be passed

AVillard Robisan Co II GGth III Birges
Sharpshooters Sherman Tex writes

The sen ice pension bill is the only fair
solution of the pioblem

W B Farra Adjutant romercne Post
230 Department of Ohio Millersbutg
Ohio w rites that his Post has passed reso
lutions requesting the assistance of Ohio
Senators and Congressmen to the end that
a service pension law may be enacted No
particular bill was designated the com-
rades

¬

being willing to accept the bill most
generally favored

James N Coulter Indianola Iowa fav-
ors

¬

a service pension bill of 12 per month
in addition to a per diem pension of one
cent per month for each day pensioner
sei vcd

W n Lee Sergeant Co D Sth Iowa
Cav Shiekley Neb thinks Congress
should grant a service pension of 12 per
month to those who served over DO dajs
and 8 per month to those who served less
than 90 days this being in addition to
disability pension

Chas W Banks Co H 1st Ohio Sta-
tion

¬

B Route 2 Topeka Kan writes
In a recent issue of The National Trib-

une
¬

12 comrades gave their views on a
service pension bill and each was different
from the other If we expect results we

be unitedmust Tho bill supported by
The Nntional Tribdne giving 12 per
month to all who served 90 days or over
and the widows a like amount would do
tne greatest good to tho greatest number
I am not speaking for myself in this mat-
ter

¬

as I already draw 12
Michael Hilti Sergeant Co E 44th

HI Seymour Tex favors a greater pen-
sion

¬

for the long term men
Elisha Peck Co L 2d Conn H A

Bethany Conn writes Twelve dollars
service pension regardless of length of
service

W K James Co L 1st Tenn Cav
Loudon Tenn writes Give us the 12
service pension and stop all private pen-
sions

¬

J H Coats Co G 150th Pa Buck
tails and Co B ISth V R C Rice
Lake Wis would like to see the 12
service pension bill passed but fears that
the pensiou has been placed too high He
thinks that an 8 service pension for all
who served 90 days or more could be se
cured without difficulty

J A Watson Co I 7th Tenn EIgin
Okla indorses the Scott pension bill
granting 12 nnd says that Oklahoma
comrades are unanimously in favor of
such legislation

John Emerson Co E 23d Ky Morrow
O writes Now is tho accepted time
Let the veterans nnito on the service-pensio- n

bill The bill outlined by Comrade
E D Lloyd is the ltest I second Com
rade Joseph Heisscrs motion to give 90
days inen 12 instead of 10 and to pen-
sion

¬

others according to the plan of Com-

rade
¬

Lloyd
W n Hill 145tIiTa Greenville Pa

writes I have been much impressed
with The National Tribune editorials and
believe that nil veterans should take the
advice of The National Tribune stop quib ¬

bling and stand unitrdfor the passage of
ii straight service pension bill granting 12
per moiiiu io every man mat served not
less than 90 days amUwas honorably dis ¬

charged
J A Pelonbct First Lieutenant 4th N

Y II A RloomfiiJd N J says Give
every survivor of the war of il G3 who
sen ed 90 dajs or overnservice pension
of 12 Let us all be united on this
amount Personally another plan would
suit me farjjetter Rut IeCus drop the in-

dividual
¬

interests for the benefit of the
vast majority Push thcgnod work and
the sooner we all get our 12 service pen-
sion

¬

the better
McDonald Thorla Co I 23th Ohio

Caldwell O favors a service pension but
does not think that the 90 days men should
ue granted so much ns those who served
longer Comrade Thorla served from June
01 to June CO and was with his regi-
ment

¬

all this time with the exception of
three months when he was in the hospi-
tal

¬

James W Cooney Co B 7th N J
Luiay Va writes Let the veterans in
all Counties organize then form Congres
sional District Associations and later
State Associations appointing committees
to wait upon Members of Congress and U
S Senators and urge upon them the neces-
sity

¬

of a service pension law Cut all red
tape and give the bojs what belongs to
them now

Geo Stover Co II 7th W Va Gam-
ble

¬

S Dak writes lour valuable paper
reaches me regularly and I mist say it
gives me great pleasure to read its able
editorials They always hit the nail
squarely on the head In my opinion the

bill is the only legislation
that can be secured that will benefit any
great number of veteraus

II S Aj ers a member ofi Post 443 G
A R Walton Ivan advocates the ser
vice pension of 12 in addition to disabili-
ty

¬

pension Comrade Ayers enlisted hi
Co I 11th Iowa for three years vet ¬

eranized at the end of this term and re ¬

mained with his regiment until the close
of the war He is past 70 years of age
and has been unable to perform manual
laborfor over 12 years -

J G Church Lake City Minn writes
One man probably a three months man

like myself says give all aserviee pension
of 12 per month and then let the old sol-
diers

¬

take their choice between disability
pension and the service pension Now
as there is no old three years comrade who
can see any justice in this I would ask
some three months comrade to show in
a little plainer ligbf where the equal
rights come in The threo months men I
will admit were a gritty lot but I do not
think that one half of them ever shot a
gun or saw a man shoot No they went
home and went to work where they made
from 25 to 70 per month while the
three years men put down the rebellion
throw the Stars and Stripes over every
State in the Union and received for their
reward 12 or 10 per month and that in
money worth about GO cents on tho dnllnr
Now all the pension a soldier gets is for
iisauiiuy ii uncie aain wants to give
the old soldiers a service pension let it
be a just one I would siv from to
33 per month from the time they enlisted

until mustered out regardless of any other
pension

B H Bedell 13th Mich Battery R FD No 2 Painesville O would pension
all soldiers who served 90 days or more
at 12 per month newould make further
provision for needv veterans ami tlioir
wives by-- authorizing tlie Commissioner of
i niiujs io incrcasenie vDensions ro s ii
per month upon the presentation of a cer-
tificate

¬

from Township Trustees showing
m- - in ue in ueeuy circumstancesthis additional 8 to be grafted only aftera veteran has reached the oge of 70

B T Martin EIIendale N D thinks
the 12 service pension would be unjust
unless the same were given in addition to
the disability pension He personally
favors the per diem pension in addition
to the disability pension

D W Freeman Aztec N M thinks
the service pension bill outlined by Com-
rade

¬

G E Adains the best
I N Stanford Shelbyvilfe Tenn says

S J Stofer South Rend Ind gets down
pretty near the bulls eye when he pro ¬

poses to pay 12 service pension in addi-
tion

¬

to disability pension This would give
to thousands who are not on the pension
rolls 12 and those on the rolls because
of wounds or disease of service origin or
tinder the act ofJune 27 1890 more thanthey are now receiving This would beonly justice

John M Martin Co C 5th HI CavAgnew Cal heartily indorses the bill sug ¬

gested by Comrade E D Lloyd which
was as follows 10 per month to tisewho sen ed 90 days and less than oneyear 14 to those who served one year
aim less man iwo years 18 to those wiio
served two years and less than three years
J22 to those who sen ed over three ears
The only amendment that Comrade Mar¬

tin would make would be to increase the
90 days men to 12

T E Kennedy Co n 1st Minn Simp-
son

¬

Minn writes I wish to indorse
the stand taken by The National Tribune
on the service pension question Even
man who served 90 days and was honor-
ably

¬

discharged should have 12 per month
pension

James n Dexter 9th Mich Car Lud
dington Mich writes that Pap Will-
iams

¬

Post 115 holds that a service pen-
sion

¬

of 12 per month should be granted
in addition to disability pension

John J Cunningham Soldiers Home
Bath N Y strouclv favors Wisliftnr
that will reward the men who went out

u uuu siiijiru mini me ciose ot tuewar bearing the brunt of the hard fighting
from the beginning to the end

AbncrSaid Co C 121st Ohio 101 N
Liberty St Delaware O favors a graded
service pensiou in addition to pension
granted for disabilities contracted in ser-
vice

¬

and line of duty
Rev L D Abbott nillsdale Mich

writes strongly in favor of a service pen
sion wnii n ne says nowever will not
benefit him one cent since hcis already in
receipt of a higher pension than that TTe
advises the veterans to be united and de
mand ttieir rights with reason and deter-
mination

¬

and make Congress understand
that they are firm in requesting those
rights

I H Fortune Co D 132d Ind Don-
aldson

¬

Ind is heartily in favor of the
12 service pension bill
J IC Smith Atlantic Iowa thinks that

Congress should grant 12 pension in addi
tion to disability pension

Ilenry Snyder Canute Kan while fa¬

voring a bill that would give greater pen
sion to long term men expresses his satis-
faction

¬

with a 12 service pension if it
can be secured now

Edwin P Shaffer CoC 4th Ohio TJ S
Soldiers Home Los Angeles Co Cal
enlisted in the tlirec montlis service under
President Lincolns first call for 73000
men and on June 5 18G1 reenlistcd for
three years and was in all the battles of
the famous old 4th Ohio He favors the
12 service pension in addition to disability

pension or a per diem pension
Wm A Price Co D 11th Pa Cav

106 S Potomac Ave Waynesboro Pa
says Let us not be selfish rather let us
all join hands and try to secure a 12 serv ¬

ice pension
Horatio Nelson Sergeant Co E 1st La

Cav Marinette Wis is heartily in favor
of a 12 service pension bilk He enlistea
at 13 and served three years and six
months
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RE ENFORCING ALLAT00NA

Pergonal Becolleclons of a Membor of the
6 th WlBi Battery

Editor National Tribune I have
been following Gen Itaums history of
the Altanta Campaign with great inter-
est

¬

largely because I was in Gea John
E Smiths Third Division Fifteenth
Corps of which Gen IJaums Brigade
formed a part The events of Iloods
movement northward are still fresh in
my memory Our battery Cth Wis
was in the fort on the hill at the west
end of the railroad bridge over the Eto-
wah

¬

which bends just above the bridge
and pins east for about a quarter of a
mile then bends to the south and south¬

west forming three sides of a level bot-
tom

¬

of perhaps 200 acres There was a
wagon bridge below the railroad bridge
the road therefrom running across this
flat to Cartersville one mile dNtant

I well remember Oct 14 the day be-
fore

¬

the Allatcona fight when we worked
all day pulling out iicod wood which the
fieshet had carried again the railroad
bridge threatening its destruction

In the evening about 5 or G oclock a
train came from the north loaded with
troops who cheered us as they passed
AVe watched them as the train slowly
crossed the bridge as we knew it was
unsafe I always thought these were part
of Corses troops and was so informed
after the war by a member of the 7th
111 This train must have entered Aila
toona about dark and we heard no trains
after that This I know conflicts with
Gen Raums statement placing Corses
arrival near daybreak of the 5th No
trains crossed the bridge nfter that night
for several days as it was condemned as
unsafe

All day the 5th the battery was kept
in readiness for instant service as we
listened to the sounds of battle at Alla
toona only four --miles away in a direct
line Our only infantry support was two
small Indiana regiments the 48th and
39th but probably in case of attack we
could nave been reinforced from Ivings
ton or Hesaca Part of the First Bri ¬

gade of our division consisting of the
4th Minn- - 18th Wis Sl III and 12th
Wis Battery formed the garrison of
Allatoona

On the Gth the wounded were trans-
ferred

¬

in ambulances to our side of the
liver whence they were taken by rail to
the north There were pitiable sights
that day I remember seeing five dead
officers of the 39th Iowa lying side by
side at the railroad to be sent north
I noticed particularly an officer who was
wounded in the head who threw himself
in great agony from side to side endan ¬

gering a little boy said to be his son
who was in the ambulance with him Ho
had no insignia of rank but wore the
dark blue of an officer I have often
wondered who he was

Doubtless the 230 Henry rifles carried
by the 7th III were one of the main fac-
tors

¬

in saving Allatoona The rebs
couldnt stand the Yankee guns which
they asserted were loaded over nirrht and
iired all the nest day The rebel dead
were piled in front of this regiment We
did not know until afterward how near
we were to possible capture as had Alla-
toona

¬

fallen our turn would have come
On the morning of the 7th Gen Coxs

Twenty third Corps eame and we knew
we were safe About the 10th I think
it was we awoke to sec a bright sun
shining upon the camp of the entire
Fourteenth Corp on the flat below us

I hunted up the 3th Wis Battery and
found some boys whose acquaintance I
had made at lladison Didnt try to
to find Si Shortv and the bovs of Co
Q 200th Ind because I hadnt made
their acquaintance at that time Possi¬

bly Si and his companions were enjoy-
ing

¬
their leave of absence at home after

their pleasure trip to Andersoaville
After Hoods raid I as one of a de-

tachment
¬

from the battery sent to Nash-
ville

¬
to procure horses to equip us for the

march to the sea After reaching Resa
ca by rail we marched along the railroadjust destioyed by Hoods arniy The de-
struction

¬
was complete ties all burned

and rails twisted in every conceivable
shape a favorite way being to twist
them while hot around stumps and treesTwenty or 23 miles of road was thus de-
stroyed

¬

We failed in our mission for
horses and as a result we were obliged
to give up our new 12 pound Napoleon
guns to the 12th Wis Battery which
went with the division to the sea while
we with the old guns of the 12th were
sent to Nashville to take part in the de-
fense

¬
of that city against Hoods army

as Sherman allowed but one battery toa division on the march through Georgia
We parted with the infantry with whichwe had served for years with mutual re-grets

¬

I neglected lo state in the proper place
that tluee companies of the ISth Wis
which were in blockhouses south of Alla
toona were captured by Gen French
A brother-m-Ia- of mine was among thepiisoners and after languishing in sev ¬
eral Southern prisons including Milieu
and Andersonville was exchanged reach ¬

ing Annapolis a mere skeleton his lifewas barely saved A day or two beforethe Allatoona battle two of our bovsAndy Wentworth and Will Stewart werecaptured by rebel cavalry as we were outthree miles from camp grazing our horsesWe saw them next when we arrived atMadson in July 1SG3 E J Oim CthVt is Battery L A Villisca Iowa

Unite on One Bill
EDITOIt NATIOVAT Tmnnvr nn

for your editorial in The National Tribune
--March M on the pension question It hasappeared to me that every old soldier fromMaine to California had a pet pension billof his own The impression has been thatthe old soldiers do not know what theywant They are responsible for the im¬
pression themselves No pension bill embodytng a sliding scale will ever pass
There will bo too much opposition among
the soldiers who for good cause may have
remained at home until 1SG2 or 1SG3 Itrequired as much courage to enlist in 1SG3
or 18G4 as in 1SGL Jajies E PonTEitPittsburg Pa

m

Ambiguous
London King

Telegram from a mnrricd man to his
doctor Mother-in-la- at deaths door
come at once and try to pull her through

l


